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YORE DLIND ANYLOM,

Mr. Monuan prerented the sixteenth anoual eeport of

the New York Asylum for the Blind,
NOTICKA OF BILLS.

Mr, CooLny guve motice of n bill to incorporate the
Brooklyn Sevings Institution,

Mr. Tason guve notieo of u bill suthorlzing Albany to
subseribe to the stock of tho Albany snd Susjushanns
Railroad.

U, K DEPOAIT FUND—LIBDERIAN EMIOLANTS.

Mr. Tavor offeved a resolution in favor of the distribu.
tlon of the fourth Instalment of the Unlted Statos Depo-
fite Fund nmonyg the States ; and relative to the expendi-
ture for the trausportution of free colorsd people to Li-
beria.

NEW

Asgembly.
Avnany, March 15, 1852,
METROPOLITAY COLLEGE,

Mr. Tavion presented the minority roport againat the
incorporation of Metropolitan College, in Now York city.
THE CANAL LUTTING INVESTIGATION—NEPORTS OF Tin

JOINT COMMITTRE,

Mr. Moss, (whig) of Nisgara, submitted the following re-
port from the Joint Committeo of Tnvestigation on the
Cansl Lettings, It is eigned by Senator Upham and |
Messrs. Bull nnd Moss, of the Assembly (all whigs),

T the Hon. the Speaker of the Assembly :

Smm—The undersigned. members of the Joint Seloet
Committee of the two Houses of thi Logislature, to whom
wus referred o communication from the Honorable the
Canal Board, in the following worda, to wit :—

Hesolved, That the Legislaturs Le rospeetfnll
to nppoint m committen to examine and inquire futo the
action of ench nud every member of the Canal Board, and
of the Board of Canal Commimionors, State Enginoer, and
b_uh‘l;nr and Divigion Engineers, having charge of that por-
tivn of the canals where the work wis to bo let fur th

the gom-
pletion of the Lrle Canal enlsrgement, tho G 3
and HBlack River Canal s s sl

r 18, and the enlargemount of the looks
on the Cewego Canal, in tho awarding of vontracts, nnd all
their nots conneoted with the samo, or in the discha of
the duties of their offices respectively. Alsn, the ?:int
r of the Legialature, in the fol-

requosted

of the two I
luwing words, to wit:—

* Reavlved, if the Sennte conewr, That the ponymnunica-
tion from tho honarable the Cannl Board, togothor with all
regolutions relating to that sohjout be rofereed to i joint
select committee of the Honse, to eonsist of two momhirs of
the Senute and three of the House, to sxamine and report
whether any and what action this Legislaturs shonld take
on the subject, and recomuiend snch vourss, if any further
Action ja necessary in the promises, as will insurs prompt
sction upon the subject, and that the sald joint committes
be directed to report within one week from this date,

‘' Reaolved, if the Sennte conenr, That the Joint Sslect
Committee on Caual Frauds have power to send for personi

and ;u]wm

“ Regolved, if tho Sonate concar, That & Joint select com-
mittee report s epecdily as possiblo saoh acts nd may in
their judgment he necessnry to apcertain whether any and
what frauds exist in the Canal lettings, and jn the due sxe-
eution of the Canal lnw,"

RESPECTIULLY REFORT—

That. ofter the pessage of the above legislative resolu-
tlons, the commitive, constituted in purrusnce thervof,
organized by the appointment of tho Honoeable A, B,
Conger as Chairman, and as soon as furnished with the
necoesary papors. progecded to the discharge of their
duties, It iz odwious that. whatever might have been the
character of the examination and inquiry comtemplated
by the Canal Board, the joint lwnlul']cm' of the Legisla-
ture apened the whole subjeet to the fnvestization of the
eammittee. and fmposed ur-m them the duty. not only of
inguiring ioto the official aetien of the #evernl officors
epeeificd in the racolutions of the Canal Board. but also
into all mattees whotever eomneeted with the ennal
lettings, and the due exceution of the eannl law. with a
view to nrcertuin if any and what frauds existed therein;
toreporl whot setion the Legislature should take upon
the euliject. snd if any further action was necessary to
recommend ruch o eourse a3 would ensure ita bLoing
premptly taken, it will be equally apparent In view of
the wide extent and seope of such an investigation—the
magnitude of its subject. and the multiplicity of the de-
tails neeessarily involved, thot it was utterly impossible
for the committee to have diccherged the Tesponsible,
difficult, and many times delieate and embareassing
duties thus devolved npon them, within the space pre-
feribed hy the resolutions above set forth; decply
feeling the pressing urgeney of the case, the claims of
all jmplicated to a prompt and full investigation of
the accusations and suspicions pointed against them,
amid, above all. the paramount importance of
ving, at the viry earlicst moment, every difficulty—
whether resl or imaginary—attending the 4 diat

0 inte and
unimpeded proeecution of the great work of improvement
contempluted by the law in question removed in such a
manner ns should bo most in accordance with the Interest
of the Btate, and best promote ita welfare. They have, sinee

their sppointment. devoted their time and efforta faith-
fully. and slnost exclusively, to the task before them,
without belng able to bring it to any specdier conclusion.

The mass of lestimony which the committee have sub-
mitied to the Legislature sufficiently explalos the delay.
H now only romains for the undersigned. as membors of
that fttoe, and in i with thoe requisitio
of the joint resolutiona. to such facts na they deem
etublished by that testimony ; and also what legirlative
sotion. if any, in their judgment, is noersanry in relation
to the pubjeet before them,  Bofore doing so, howover, the
undersigned would take this opportunity briefly to advert
to an attempt. cqually frivolous and futile. made before
the committee, for the purpose of lmpadring public confi-
denee in the validity of the Canal law, to show that an nlte-
ration had beew miude in one instance In its phrascology. af-
ter ity pusengee, nnd while in the hands of some one charged
by law with its safe custody, a eompleto refutation of
crery enee of th kind will be found in the testimony of
Wm. IT. Bogart, late clerk of the Senate, and the Hon. O,
Allen. late member of the Assembly, from FKrie county,
which proves conclusively that the law passed both the
Sevate and tho Assembly in ly the form and
language, word for word, In which I8 now appenrs on the
statute book. [t would geem that there boen & eleri-
cul error in !ngmﬂlinﬁ the bill, in omitting to notice an
amendment made while the bill was in theCommittee of the
Whaole of the Sonate, the bill having been read u thied time
from the printed copy, which wos eorrected by the clerk
in red ink, and not being notived by the engrossing clerk,
the bill wos sent to the Assembly before the error was
dreovered,  When this wes Immedlately sfterwarda.
brought to the notico of the elerk of the Senate, he
pl‘umrtly and properly corrected the same, thus making
the bill us it wos when it cnme from the Committes of the
Whole, and as it wns rend o third time snd passed in the
Eenate, In the judgment of the unde . this net of
the clerk was not only right. but it d have been n
great dereliction of duty if he had suffered tho bill to have
gone to and been seted upon In the Assembly in any
nny other form than as it was actually passed In the
Sennte, Thoegenticninn says that Messrs. Allen, Bogart,
and Senntor Upham were present when the correction
wie made, sod perfectly cognizant of all the elreuwn-
stanced. It mny room somowhst remurkable that befores
commmittes, cliarged with the duty of exsmining luto the
due exccution ofu law, sn attempt should be offered or
entertained 1o invalldate and destroy the lsw itsell; the
true explanation will be found, the undersigned appre]
hend, in the mbid hostility, alike uorelenting and unseru
pulons, which the Canal law has been doomed to cncounter
threughout §ts ineeption, adoption, and execution. in or
der Lo n proper winderstanding of what action had taken
plioe rolfting not only to the Canal letting, but also to the
exicution of the Canal law, under which these letti
wire mude. The committee visited the office of the
Cannl Board, amd examined the records and minutes
foom  the pussge of the law down to the time of such
wxnmination, nul directed copies of such records and
winutes i relsivd to either branch of their Inquiry to
b furniched Ly the Auditor, and are consiile A
w part of the tectimony submitted. and will be found in
the rehiedule marked A, In order to ascortain the action
of ench and every member of the Canal Board, as well
a8 the letting board in the swarding of contracts,
and all acts eomneetod with the sume, the committee re-
quired eopies of oll allotmenta which had been proposed
by any and all members of the Canal and letting board,
elther for the wholo, or any portion of the said work, and
they have been forntsbod with all as they are informed.
exerpt n j\un Inl allotment propored by the State En-
gineer and Burveyor, amd also one proposed by Commis-
wioner Mather, The renson assigned for not furnishing
theee ix thut Lhey have elther not been preserved, of have
been miklabil, It wos deemed the more important to pre-
gent the proposed allotments made by moembers of the
Caual Board while acting na such, from the fact that the
letting board werv ostensibly aeting under n resolution
of the former hourd, which might be rapposed by some to
Mmit the exercice of the diseretion whieh tha law had
vested solely in the letting board, and also boonuse those
allotments made by membors of the Caual Bonrd who
were not members of the Ietting board prior to the pus-
eage of the reolutions of the former bonrd, on the 221
of December, 1801, referring the suljeel to the letting
bonrd, must be precumed to hinve been made In aceord.
ance witl (helr viewa at that time; not only as to the
extent of the diserction wiich they supposed they had
e right to oxerclso in the award of contracdts, bul sl na
owhat they consddersd to be the absobute reguiromnte
of the law Qteelf. Onpe of the allotmenis above re-
ferred to wea an allotmont of the middle dividon pre.
gented to the Capa Board by Mr. Commbssloner Cook,
which nlso nocompanies thoe beatimony, nnd is macked
sobe dule B, Al one of the western divisions, presented
vy Oomuobesdoner  Pollett, marked  seheduole 17, with
pmendmenta and additions propoced to one or both by
ather members of the board, The minntes of the Canad
Jioard furnish an silotment  pro to e bosrd for ita
pdaption by M Alterney General Chatiiel ] which was
smadde up, na appears feom the testimony st s private dwell-
ing howee In thls ¢ity, by Liocutenant Govegmor (Lurch,

Attoruey General Uhattield, Comptroller Puller, Troasure™
| Mot swd Commissioner Cook. nnd which, after a con-
| tet of vevernl hours in duration. was finally defeatad
[ i the Conal Boord by the determined and persevoring op-

1o ition of Measvs, Follett and Matler, » comnmittee
ave aleo procurcd from the offfies of tho State Enginoer

sl Burveyor s statement of ail the hids and awards for the

enbire wark. fo arrnnged as o precent in omo view the os-
timute of the Engineer for any partioniar soetion for me-
chanieal #fructure. the sward, and to ¥hom made. and
| all Bids, nlove and below the awards. This is
attuched to upd  eonstitutes w  part of the ovi-

denee d the case, and is distinguished ag sehedule D
| tnoreference to this stutement. the undersgned would ob-
| #erve that while throvgh dissppointed applicants. snd
| eertain portions of the publie press. apparently reprosent-
| ing thom wnd their interests. the number of rosponiblo

bidders below the awarda made, hns been londiy prociaim-
| oL and pertieularly und repestedly intentionn) upon tho
| rulhr mind. o eautions if not internationnl silence b

Ain amsintained in the some quarters as to the large

numbser of el bidders whose propositions were bidow (e
sameunt of the respeetive awards :
Liy nn cxnmination of (he statenenta bast roforeed to, (hal
in very many instances the number of biddors ahove (hy

|
|

nre cither known or shown to be rouie of the mosi promi-
nint, cxperiencod, and competent eontractors who have
beon --mplnf(d upun our public works, Without refr.
ring to particular instances, the wndersigned submit that
o enreful exomination of this schedule will demonstrgte
comelurively that the opinion of contractors, uy exprosaed
dn thedr propocals for work is nol to be relied upon as

omreet cvtimate of e remuncrstive price for
the work in question, snd thst econsequently  the
true intervds of the State require o rosort to some
other more rlinble standord. and they alio respeetfully
submit the conelusion, which. it soems to them, must in-
evitably be druwn from the diselosure of that sehedule, i
well uedrem the very nature nmd noeversity of the gase,
that the practice, whieh for yrars hus almost unitormly pre-
vauiledd. adopting the estimnies of the engineers s the mnst
spproxiwate stondad of the value of the work, is the
only sufe and prudent slierustive. Their engineers are
fully qualitied, both by professivnnl cducation nnd expari-
once, for the exnet amid acenrate discharge of their ofelal
dunties; nnd the enginecr department, to which they he

Lo, is orpumizod ot a grest expense through the State.
for the expresg purpes e of the performnnes of such sor-
viees with a direet view of thus forming 5 basis of netion
for there State officers, i whose elinrge the publie worlks
are plaeed. Civil engineers, for yonrs pust, in other States,
as well a this, huve been employed upon all public works,
furnizhing by theiv spreifieations, plons, and estimates,
the standard by which econteaets have bivn rogulnied
and adjested for  the expenditures theoughout sl
tho public works of thy conntry. of many millions

of deilnrs.  That the Canal Dourd. @s o body,
must bave entertained similar views st one time,
Btonil - cvents,  bosppurent  from  their  havieg

adepted the pesolations offered by Atturney-General
Chatfield. in substunce, vesolving that the board would
not consider uny propositlon more than ten per cent
ubove, or fifteen per eent below the engineers eatimates, 1f
4 diflerent deetrine was at any subsequent lime profissed
Ly eltlier the movers or supporters of that resolution, the
testimony will probably show the history, us well as the
entre of fuch sndden converslons, It §9 also proper for
the undersigned here briefly to refer to another particular
in which the action which bas been had upon the mubjeet
before them, has given rise to some disenssion, inasmueh
as it more definitely u;_]m\ncheu 4 distinet specification,
than ix generally to be found in the wholesalo charges of
frand which have been preferred against these awards,
Thix in the introduction of what is terured hardpan and
quickennd, ad s new and sepurnte elassification of excara-
tion into the speeifications and contracts, It uppears
from the lestimony, that since the resumption of the
publle workg, suspended by the set of 842, no such
classifiention wae mude in the estimates, specitications or
contracts.  Larth and rock constituted the only divisions
of exenvition. Engineers and others, who, by experience,
were qualified to judge, differed as to which mnode of specifi-
cation was oost productive of the public interests. On the
one band, without the clussification of hardpsn and

quicksand, contraciors would apply to the Canal Board or
egisluture for extrn compensution for all exeavation
found in the progress of their work, more expensive to
romove than contempluted st the time of contrncting,
sud the investigntion of those elaims would be urged on
as heretofore. to the waste of time of the members of the
Legislnture and Canal Board; nnd finally, alsoas hereto-
fure, to the pecunisry loss of the State, While on the
other band it was contended that the intraduetion of
this clussification affected. in some degree, e indepen-
denee of the enginecrs sud commissioners, while acting with
coutrnetars, readily disposed to make hardpan amd guick-
#nnd cut of any materinl found in their work whenever,
by their contracts. they were to be paid an inereased
price for those articles over common enrth,  In addition
to which ia the faet that in all cares to dicoriminate
and draw the exact line botween hardes * . mil quick-
#nnd, and common carth. s 8 very Ao aotter, and
frequently the subject of dispule between engineers and
othirs, that the Stute is often lable to pay a large amount
for the supposed existence of hardpan und quicksand

which would be ayoided hy a different classifieation of only
carth and rock, The undersigned have no means o
which of these systems of classifiention would result in
the greatest loss (o the State, nor is it important to know,

#o far as thip investigation is concerned. uplesa fraud is
#hown to have been necessarily eonsequent the in-
troduction of the clussification of bardpan and quiclsand,

The evidenee does not show frivad in this teansaction. noe
anything from which fraud is to be inferred; on the con-
toary. it nppoars from the testimony of Mr. Seymour, the
State Engineer aud Surveyor, that it was & course which
he approved. and which was brought forward by him, and
adopted hftln- Cnnal Bourd. about the 1ith of Oetober
last. sk will appear by the minute of the Cansl Board,
foming o part of the evidence in this case. It appears,
also, frum Mr, Seymour's testimony, that the subjeet had
teen under consideration for nearly a year prior to that
time, It would seem, therefore, not to have been brought
forward on any rudden emergeney. much less under such

eirenmstances ng would warrant any suspieion that it was
coneceted for the present oceasion, nnd with an improper
snd fraudulent iptent, It is doublless a suhject upon
which there may be wide and honest difference of opinion,
an appears from the testimony in the ease. The undersigned
admit that there may be rensons to regret that this classifi-
cation had not been earlier made, snd prior to the estimates
and prior to the estimates for the work; hut such was not
the care, and In the opinion of the undersigned, from any-
thing now before them, it is lmpossible to sny whether
the cost of the work under the eontracts swarded will. on
this pccount, be ultimately increared boyond what it
would bave been vunder the former system of classifion-
tien. with its nsual secompaniment of extra allowanees by
the Canul Boaxd, and special legistation in behalf of con-
tractors, for material more expensive than had been anti-
cipated, or than was indieated by test pite.  And before
b'l“i'l'lﬁ this part of the sulject, the undersigned would

remark that the propositions of the State Enginecr, to
introduce hard pon and quicksand as o soparate specition-
tion into the contracts, though at first rejected by the
Cnnal Hoard. was. on a subsequent day, reconsidersd. and
adepted, on motion of the Attoruey General,  The gentle-
man fys that Mesers, Church, Chatflold, Mather, Follett,
and Seymounr, voted in ity favor, and Megars, Cook, Fuiler,
Hunt, and Morgen. againet it, From these preliminary
remarks upon matters connected with the nwards for con-

wherend it will be seemn |

awards fur cxeedds those below, while many of the former |

—a - —

nol been comsted in making thomt ap. how very necos”
£nry it was to harmonise conflieting &I.l . views, and
intereste by vome gonernl undeestanding, without \:hlf'lll
nothing could b accomplishod.  The law, sanclioned by
all experience. Bad repudinted the idea of lotting the
work to the lowost bidder, which made urited action
the beard a task of irrensed difficulty, sud rendered
FLIl more niecseary t have some 1 wrderstanding
between the mombers 0 {he board, Men not mmfirquently,
in (he cxerciee of diceretionary suthority, honestly diflerin
cpinien. and. in a matted of this charaetor, when there wat
£0 lnrge sn amount of work (o be Lot and eompeted for by
an unpreeedented number of bidder—:ome firw known
to all the members of the Goprd—some to only n few, and
others to nome of them—it k= not ¢trange that differenees
of opinion showld exidt amog the membees of the bownd,
neto ol the different phises of competency, rospenst-
bility . arad  other  partionlars  desiesble for the in-
fereet of the Biate (o be nnited in n contrads:
It wppears from (he evidenee st very litte effort wiss
made by ooy memboe of the Loaml to” adopl the allot-
menle presenled ceparately by Messre. Cook, Follott,
Mather, snd Seymovr, [ the Intter prosntod any dis-
tinet alltment from those presenfid by others, about
which there is some conflict in the festiniony, no minute
of the presentation of either of thow sppeard on
the minutes of the Canal Board; and no  vote
wak had upon them, A subsequent allotment. made
at the dwelling bowse before  referred Lo,
e dircetion or even suggeition of the board,  but
by the vnited offorts of individusl membors eompos-
ing the majority, seems to hnve beon madmand presentod
with the delilernte determination o soonre its wloptio 1
Ly the Losnd. The charncter of this allotment, the
manner in which it war mude. and the determined effort
o adopt it by the majority of the board. and pactieulnel
the Atterney Oenernl, who presented it, and the perseys -
ing resistance and final overthrow of the same, by the
united ¢forts of only Messrs. Follett and Mather, n
epread ont in the minutes of the Conal Board, demonstrat
in some degreo, a5 well the difienlty of accomplishin
the lettings, ax the feeling entertained snd the ex
citiment  existing on  the' subject  among  the i -
ferent members of (he board, After the deSont of th &
proposed allotment, (he subjeet was the resolution of thoe
S December. referred (o the Cansl Commissioners, State
Engineer. and Burvegorand the Division engineers havin ¢
chirge of that portion of the eanal whers the work waa b -
be done.  This was. in fiet. what the Bosrd contomplate
Ly the law for letting the work; snd s reference of thls
matterto it by the Canal Board, was nothing more than
earrying out the provivons of the Iaw. The work, in any
cvent, wourld have to be let by this bosrd, whatever the
Canal Board might have agrecd upon as Lo whom it should
be given. 8o far, therefore, as regaeds the charactor, or
compelency. or reeponsibility of builders, and their ability
1o ?orfnrm the work proposed for, within the time limited
1& aw, and the safiety or advaninge of their proposition to
Btate. this board wis not only not Inferior to the Caunl
Board, but superior thereto, it was not a subordinate
tribunul. in any sense of the worl; nor was the exerclie of
their diceretion, on the point above stuted, subject to the
control or revision of the Canal Board; and in the
ian of the lersigned the Canal Board could not
rfghlh:lly. under the law, review fn any manner the
exerciee of such direrelion on the part of the letti
board. The Cunal Board were mercly, by the twelft
Feetion of the luw of 1851, to direet and approve of the
terms and manner of doing the work, und the Commis-
Eieners and Engineers were to contract for its completion,
It is diffienlt to underatand why the Cannl Board. ns aueh,
assumed to proceed in the divcﬁumn of duties which, by
the very terms of the tnw, in language plain and explicit,
were devolved upon the Commissioners nnd Engineers on
nny other Hpﬂl esis than that of a general understand-
ing to award the work equally between the two politieal
purtica. coupled with o desire on the part of the members
of the Canal Bourd, in carrying out that tacit understand-
ing, to have a voice in the selection of the pucessaful
bidders, in order to favor neither political or perconal
friends.  The Commissioners and Engineers. 8z soon us
the resolution of the Canal Board of the 230 December
wus adopted, entercd upon their duties under the law,
a8 dirceted by the Capal Board, In the discharges
of these duties to the State they have been ae-
cused of frand, and this committee have been di-
reeted to examine and report what faets, it any. exist to
eupport this charge, At the time the eommitiee com-
menced its Inhors, it was currently reported. nnd in some
inttances openly churged, that members of the letting
beard hud n direct peeuniary interest in contenots let by
thim—that such interest . in some cases, was held in the
name of friends for their own ultimate benefit—that in
other envea comumlseions wore received by officers award-
ing l'l-'lﬂl.l‘!lt'l.“ 08 0 eomsideration for awarding thom to par-
tieulsr individusls, or in s particular direction. and that
fraud wag procticed in awarding the contracts in almost
every eemeeivable woy; and the attention of the eommit-
tee was direeted to cortain individuals as witnesses, rosid-
ing in different and remote parts of the State. whoso tes-
timony it was sabd, wonld establish the fact of the exis-
temer and peactiee in the letting of the board. of the pae-
tiewlnr frands alleged,  The eommittes dotermined to sub-
mit these churges to the miost wmple and rigid investi-
putlon,  This was due, alike to tlie honor and dignity
of the State. und to the reputation of the high public
officers implicated in those aveusations. to the end
that if guilty they should be expelled from the offices
thus prostituted snd digpraced; and if innocent that their
innocence thould be promptly and publicly proclaimed,
und their charaeter vindicated from every imputation,
Accordingly, o grest number of witnesses have been sum-
moned from all preta of the State. to testify in relation to
these charges, snd their testimony utterly fails, in the re-
motest degree.to establish the fet that ‘any member of
the Canal or Letting Board, is, or has been In any way,
dire rlliy or indireetly, remotely or contingently, by way of
commirelon or otherwise, interested in any contract or
award which has been made. or in ulding or procuring the
sime to be made: and the undersigned do not hesitate to
exprees their entire convietion, bised upon the testimony
aforesaid. 1hot no such interest exists or has existed; and
that there is not the slightest reason or canse for the sna.
picions or acensations above mentioned, with the ex-
ceptiom of astogly instance. to be found in the testimany
of Mr. Goodrich, in which the contract was not awardod,
and they aver that the said testimony cannot fail to pro-
duee the some conviction upon every intelligent and can-
did mind, This concludes the lnhors of the undersigned,
under the convurrent resolution directing them to “re-
pert ruch fuets as may be, in (heie judgment, necossary
to arerrtain whether any and what frauds exist in the
canal lettings, and in the due rxecution of the cannl Low "
It is a diffleult task to nscertain frauds in the due exeen-
tion of the lnw; and the testimony shows it (o be squally
difficult to difcover any elsewhere,  In awarding the eon-
tricts, under the rerolution of the 240 December last, the
la-mnr board was governed by the same general under-
Stunding which existed during the previous action of the
Cnnal Doard, viz.: to divide the work equally betwoen the
two politien]l partics, This is a fuct, no more to be dis-
guleed hore than before the Conal Board; and it is fair to
presume. not only from the prior action of the Canal
Bonrnl, but also from the subsequent acijon of individoal
mimbers thereof, that sneh eourse on the part of the
letting board was antleiputed and expected; but while
the letting board were endeavoring to earry out this under-
stondiog, they were not, as the evidenee shows, unmindful
of the interest of the State. for they not only havekept below
the estimate of the engineers, but also considerably helow
the propesed sllotments of the work preseuted to the
Canal Borrd by Attorney Gemeral Chatfleld, and which
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truets under the Canal law. to which the public attention
bag been much directed. and'which, in the opinion of the
ondersigned, it §s neecssary to a proper under-
elanding  of the whole case, to clear from all
wmirconception  and  misrepresentation, they now
turn to the circomstances under which the netion of the
ublie officers entrusted with the eansl lettings has been
d, and to the fuet as established by the testimony in
relation to the due execution of the eanal law, It eannot
be peceseary to detall upon the extrnordinary events con-
nected with the history of that law, The unprecedontod
course of rome of the reprecentatives of the people to de-
fent it ut the special clection ordered in consequence, the
extra vession of the leglsloture to carry out the l.-x?’mswd
populur will—the magnitude and impostanee of the im-
rovement, nnd the immense smount of work requisite for
ta completion, nll conspire to attract and concontrate the
attention of the public, and especially of all who hoped,
dirvetly or indircctly, to profit by it exeeution upon the
mensures Laken for its secomplishment, Accordingly,
when after due notice had been given for the receipt of
fhn]umals for the entive work on the Krie, Genesee Valley,
ek River, and Oswogo canala, the Caual Board, on Lhe
20th «f November last. proceeded to open and examine
the wmo; o kcene was presented unparalleled in the
history of the public works of the State.  From all parts
of the Ftate. from other States, from sl walks
of life, fram every profesion, pursult, and trade ; from
eviry divislon snd subdivigion of politienl gect there
swurmed upon the eapital o leglon of appliesnts, all anx-
fous and impor tunate for participution & the aaticipated
profits of rome ehare in this hinprovement, the last. for
muny years at least, to be obtalned upon the publlo
vorks of the State. The expectations of all rlmglh\'h;
#ome hod elaime, real or imag nn.zhﬁn' itienl services ;
others relled npon persomal  friendship for suceess ; while
others,destitite of puch recommendstions resorted Lo othee
and less ercditable menns to secure a favorable consfdration,
Assoclntions, combinationsjand prrinerships fwere formed
almost withont number, and embracing components of
every coneelvnble complexion, for the purposs of securing
In the nnme of fome one of them, o #hare in the contract,
While thic wes going on ontslde, the Canal Board was
busly engnged In canvassing the bids, and preparing their
proposdd allotments of the work.  The number of bida
wis unprecedented, amounting in the ate, an the
undiceigned are informed, to about ten hundred milliona
of duilary—tho number of bidders boing about 3,000 The
Bonrd ot once saw and felt the diffieulty of award.
ing tho work in  fueh o monner, a8 to give
entistuction penerally to the lost of applicanis—
ani! Lo adid Lo the diffenlty jealousies existed in the minds
of pema of the mombers of the bosed Hself, ns to the de-
sgns of other members, whom they mspeeted of an inten-
tom b hestow the conteaels upon thele political nanoelites,
Thix forling (010 did not wholly originate from, wasat
lenrt holghitned by rumor, which o L sueh to be the
Intention of thove who haid effectod mainky the  passage of
the Inw, end  that the political majority designed to
eenterl the lettiogs, and award the eontraets (o thoss
of tho Uke politienl sentiments. 1t 2 dne to the
najority in that board tosay, that not only no ef-
fort of that klnd was  attempled, tmt that, so far as
the evidener shows, all imputation of sny intention of
that kind fe whthont foundation, ontbe contrary. it ap-
Pones to hinve bieen coneeded by all, that constituted as
the Toard was politically with suel a grenl number of
Lidders from Loth politieal partios, that the work onght

the majority of the honrd were, for & time, not only
anxicus, hut determined to adopt—and which was only
defrated after o protracted and exciting sitting, with five
in favor and three against it. and after it had been de-

lertained similar vio®,  This beilef L5 foreed dpon them
(o avoid the conelusdon that the Canal Board not onl
sitempied to, but pet in practiee. an old and pai-
pabic violution of law—n conclusion not o be ns-
summed until eve
of evidence, broight to bear upon the case. Chu-
pinints  had been made that econtracts had  Hoen
swarded in rome instances to persons who were et
bidders, @ad to persons on the bld of others, and thit
there wore swses where individuals had boen compilled o
arrign some of thelr blds before Ihpg;mnd ot controets
upon others, Inetances of this kind have beon brought ke
light by the svidence ; but bowever mueh the under-
rigned mighl desire it to e olborwise, they bave yel Lo
lenrn that Yhis b 4 feaudulent transaetion. The noties pub-
lished Ly the direetion of the Canal Doard rimply ap-
priced the pubiic theat the work was to be let, and if on
thie coming in of (4e proporals they were found too high
ta Le esfo and adrantogeous Lo the State. or if for nany
olher renron the boeed, in the exercise of their disorotion,
rhould not deem it proper to let the work to them. and
otlicm proposed verlmlly, on such torms as como within
o requirements of 1B Law, In the judgment of the board.
the whole mattor besn® within thelr diserction. they
would b justifinble, sotfr aa the Tnw of the case is con-
eerned. in awarding the sontracts to the lntter. The un-
derelgned desire nob 1o b understond ws sdvoenting a4 n
gexerol thing the policy of such & conrse, but they see
notiing in the lew forbidding it —and it in awarding
cuntracts to one man upon  the bld of ancther
or at the price bl Ly suother, no greater sum s
prid than thie perscn whose Bld 18 used would have been
entiticd to, other things being oqual, it i+ o matter which
affects only the competitors, nod in which the State gus-
tains no lossd, nnd bag no concern; and in nearly or quite
all the instancex of the kKind brought to light in thoe tes-
timony the price st which the work waa Lot wis con-
sldernldy less taan the price asctually bl by the person
to whom, or for whose benefit it wna wwarded, and the
rron whoee bid wis weed had other work awarded to
ik, g0 that, in fact, it nmounted ooly (o a mers penersl
distritution of the work wmeng the people. The under-
sgned gre unuble to perceive bow foud, or any neglect or
dirregant of the public interest enn be imputed to men
for such acte, under these cirewnstaoces, The allotments
and awords om the work woere finelly completd on or
about the 20th Decomber last, nid on that doy many of
the contracts weee exvouted unider the direction of the
Conal Bowrd, to enter into contracta before ths firdt day
of Jununry Inst.  The undersigned believe. both from the
ornl testimony, and the minutes of the Canad Board. that
it wus not contemplaled by the latter that the swards
or contraeta mode by the Commissioners nnd Engineers
under the vesolulion of the Cunal Board of the 220 De-
cember, showd be reported to eald boanl for its ndoption
and approval. The resolution iteell seems Lo negalive
any supposition of the kind, for by its express terms the
lul{lng board was direeted not only to make un allotment
st wward of the work, but actua to enter into the
contraete bifore a specified dany.  Th fs very slgnifi-
ennt of the true meaning of the resolution. as woll s the
then intention and expectation of these who prsised it,
Besider, Mr, Morgan testificd that the resolution was
deawn with cxpress reference to a final completion of the
letHing by the commisdioners and cngineers under it, with-
cut the necesslty of any subsequent aetion by the Canal
Hownrd. This view of the case is mnde #till more apparent
Ly nn attempt. on the part of one or more members of
the Cannl Boned. to require n submission of the allot-
ments 1o the Canal Board for it adoption and approval,
before the contracts should be ohligatory vn 1he Stute.
aud the finnl rejection of lhl.;rl“.l[mﬁjtll)ﬂ. The Canal Botrd
woere not without pome experiones of the difoultios attend-
ing any attempt Lo let this work, having been engrged some
weeks endesvoring to secomplish the object, but withouk
succers, and s all scemed to desice that the lettings
thould be completed before the fivst of January, thoy
denbtless adopted the eourse podnted out in the resolution
a# the only means of secomplishing the desired objiet
without reguiring intending, or eyen desiring that aoy
report should be made to them before the contruets be-
came exccuted and obligntory; and it i2 not absolulely
certain, by any meana, that they then entertpined an
vpinion of the necossity of sueh an appronch on their
part to render the conbracts valid snd binding upon the
State; in fact, remarks hove fell from members of the
itoard assembled on the 215t December, when the awnred of
contracls was read to them by Commissioner Mather, nod
particularly from those who now m Ftrenuously econ-
tend for the necessity of snch oo approval entirely negu.
tive the supposition, It was then said that the sllstment
which had been vead, with some execptions, was, ]wrhn|;.¢.
n# good o one ns could be wade by any five members of the
Board. and that it war doubiful whether nny five men
ceould be found in the State who could make, unider all
the cirenmstanees, n feiver or more just disteibution of
the work.,  When a suggestion was made that it might he
more sntisfactory to some to have the Canal Board formally
approve the eontracts, it was ngain remarked by the same
mimber that he eould not vote toapprove of the sllot-
ment, but he woe willing to Gt it pass ) that the
year waa sbont clostpg. und with ite elose the Canal
Powrd wak about to change What had been its rosponsi-
bl majority politically was going out of power, and all
were desirous of parting in pesce and with kind feeling
towards each other: and they wore all willing. ns appeared

ry othiw allernbtive is, by Us foree |
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You will find eontracts
Liard raloon keeper—o
ennnot sny why, hiwever,) beeame nssocinted with a pod
litien! man)—to bardwire merchants, tallors, dalry mew
and farmers.  Onpe eontract was given to a minor—one to
wmember of the lats Senate. who sent in his redgnation
before signing the contraet, ns if thst act eancellod the
fact of hix having been n Senator. Mombera of the Inte
Fiouse of Assembly nre interested also in the conlenels, of
which. doubtless, they were the active and effectual pro.

bonrd wae an extrmondinary assumplion of pewer, &8 they
were ouly diteeted by the Canal Board to execute them,
and that after n cortain wethod.  The awanling of con-
tracte in the total disregard of the instruction of the
Cwstnl Fonrd, is whally unjustifiable, and s unparnlelled
b the history of this State. which can furnish no sueh
imstnnee where one ok of officers hinve mistaken theie

#ors and refused  obedience or a]ll-rinnnln to the man-
date or rights of another pluced by the law above them,
wilh directory and supeevisory powers, Towarls the
coneltsion, Mr Conger pomarke thos — On reviewing

tho severnd infractions of law  which characterise
the eomtencts, it will  he reeiyod  that, setting
aride the considerntion of fraud, which, if main-

tudned wonld  unguestionably  destroy the conteacts,
mrnny of (Be contracts nre vuid by reason of the acts Lhom-
relves infringing the provistons of the statute and the no-
tice; that some are voidable beesuse of ncts of the let-
tiug board, an in the fest point, and are not proper sub-
Jeets of o enrative function, becaise of their grosa tmpro-
priety; thnt wil the remaining eontomets neo volinble foe
twocanees  —Firt beeauda they nre imperfeet contracts,
not properly approved sid sanetioned s (o thelr nward -
ing. exeeution, or delivery, It will further be manifiat,
that of this Intter eluss rome are voidnblo beeanse of thas
orfginal irrcgulnr procedure of the superior moaed; and
finully. ;11 the eontraets i not otherwise exeoptionabie,
arv yoidnble from ke irregularity and oversdght on the
part of the snme board ' Tlo would - urﬂ: upon the Le.
giclnture that, if no serious impediments be found in the
way. the honor of the State demands that a most sum-
mary rebtike be administered to those who have sought
to Iny their unjust luods upon the tronsury of the State-—
to those who have pegavded the prosecution of a rllhli-c‘
work of great intersst to the commereial and producing
elarees of onr eitizens ns the ocension for the ex-

ceelie ol thedr eupidity—to those  whi

frem the  logel.  merenutiie. saod  other  purs
bave thrust seide thoee who have hitherts s
tuch  work their proper  business—(our  Lonest. |

dustrions and praction] articans) or fureed themselves
tpen those to enrry off or divide the fair profits of their
labor, If ever un oppost onity was offerod of exiricating
the publie work from ridn, s well a8 disgrace, now is the
favornble woment,  Theee s no dapger of such action be.-
coming the theme of paety steife, for. of sl those who
might Do rejected, there is endd to be nn eqpunl number of
both prties, and of thise who hold the richer contraets
thiere are only o fow hundsed fn number, '

My, Cossoane, of the Assimbly, diood not ngree with his
dimeeratio feiend, Beoutor Conger, Mo approves the con-
tracts, and thinks they ongglit to stand, for these reasons —
“First, that there has been no frand proved sgainst the
letting bonrd, and no proot of any collusion between then
and the contraetors in the reeent cannl lobtings, Becond—
The lnw not requiring the contracts to be given (o the
lowest responsibile bidder, s depurture from that prineiple
in the lettings 14 not of itself evidenee of a fragd, even
though the diseretion vested by the law o the State offi-
cers has been  exercised unwisely, aml ennnot, aod
ovght not to be taken ndvaokage of by the State to repu-
dinte or annul the contraets thus enteeed into.  Third—
There isnot suflicient evidoaee of any abuse of diseretion
on the part of the offfeces making these contraets; amd IF
thery were, the officers 20 guilly, are nlone res
Sound policy, i not honests, must provent the State feom
repudiating or apnulling e eontraots, " Ho ocoupics
ahout onue column in presenting hiv individual views,

MOTION FOIL IMPEACHMENT,

After the reports hind hoon vecoived, Mike Wansn aros
ood offercd w resolution fmpeaeling  Johin € Slather sl
Froderiek Follett, present Cansl Commissioners, amd nlso
Chnrles Cook, late Commissioner, and Hesekinh € Sey-
mour, late cngineor

Aftaivs tn Albany,

LETTING  INVESTIGATION—UHEAT EX-
CITEMENT, BTC.
APECIAL CORRESPONLERCE OF THE NEW YOUK HENALD
Avnaxy, Mareh 15, 1852

The cannl fraud investigating joint committee presentiod
thedr reperts this morning to the House, There are three—
Senmtor Conger one; Mreo Cashing, of the Aweombly, an-
othor; mod Seantor Uphim and Messrs, Morse and Bull, of
the Assombly, another,  Mr. Congor's is the mest elabo-
rale, specifie, and cmpliatis. Lo presents a teview of the
testimony hod o eonsdderablo detuil, and seratinizes the
muterin] portion ot great leogth, e occupies five news-
puper eolutns

1 e enna! tantter will e made the spocial order for
votie purtleulne day. nu roon ns the reporte, testimony,
nud secompanying documents shall be prioted. The
most exeiting sod Interesting debates whieh have oecurred
fur many a year will then eome up, nmd likely consume

TIHE CANAL

from the evidenee, to let the whole subject of the letiings
pues, and to hayve the contracts curpied out in good faith,
not doubting, us the undersigned verily believe, bot that
thie contracts wore a3 obligatory and binding u the
Stute without. s with, their formal approval. In rela-
tion to the views now advanced by gomo. that further
setion ws to these contemoets 1< required on the part of the
Connl Bosrd, saud that their approval i= neecsaary to bin |
the Slate, on one hand, and on the other, thelr disapproval
in crder to relesse conlraetors. the committes do not un
dertand how there ean be a legal obligation resting o
one siide under these eontracts, without a correspondin ;
one on the other;: snd they would further romark, that of
suech action war neeezeary, that setion should have been
taken on the #1st of Deeomber, when the contracts were
reported to them; and their nequiescence in them. uoder
the cirevmstances, and fn the manner detalled in the evi-
denee, n mounts, in the opinion of the undersigned, to a
virtual approvul. #o far, ot ledast, ns to prevent the State,
for which they neted, from now taking any advantage of
its own wrongs; and if the Cansl Board permitted the
commirsioners and engineers to proceed under the resola.
tiem of the 22d December. and engage the contmets,
kouwing the fuet, nnd allowed the contraetors to enter
into their conlracts nupimsimr themn perfect, when It was
necesenry for the Cinal Board to approve or disapproyve
them, and that Board negleeted to take action on the
rubject when they had un opportunity to do so, prior to
the 1#t of Junuary, the Btate ought not, under any con-
#iderution of the sukject, to nttempt, or Lo he allowed now
to nseume, the pesition that those contracta are invalid
for that caure,
The undersigned. therefore, In view of the matters by
them ubove stated, and of the testimony heretofore pre-
pented, respectfully but confidently submit to the Legis-
Iature the following conelusions. ns elearly establiched by
the feets and clrewmstapces of the lnvestigution of the
committer:—
First—That whatever milstakes or errors may have
been mede in particular instances, yet. 84 8 whole, the ac-
tion of the letting Board In contracfing for the execution
of ithe work, under the canal law. ot an aggregste nmaunt,
lige by hnlf & million than the project of the Canal
Board. presented by the Attorney Genersl, and less b
nearly a million than the estimntea of the engineors
ealeulnted to promote the interest of the State, and ecenune,
s far ag practicable, the completion of the contemplated
improvement,

Seeond—That no faet has been nscertalned showing
any frand in the lettings of the contraets awarded, or in

clared by one of the members. favorable Lo the th

of said allotments, that it hud bu‘omeu:l?nmt!m of pl:i‘r-
#eal endurnnee,  The allotmonts actually made, a4 the
llnl!vn:rnrd are Informed, amount to nearly half a mil-
liem of dollars less in the sggregote than the allotments
proposed to the board by Mr. Chatfield; therefore,
whether they acted wisely or not, or in sccordencs with
the lnw or not, in departing tius from the lowest bidder
innwnrding contrnets, they not only have the allotments
proposed by s majority of the Canal Board asa precedent
in this respect, and also the direct netion of the
Cansl Board upen & point diru-lljbr involving the
weaning  and true  ionterpretation the Inw itself
for their guidance and direction, but the State has
boen suved lialf o million of dollars, which would
have been lost if the ullotment above reforred to had
been enrried Into effect. The contracts awarded amount to,
us the undersigned understand, about $0600,000 less than
the estimate of the engineers.—which fact, If the Iatter
are o bo tnken as a standard of the value of the work,
acquite the letting board of disregnrding the Intoreats of
The State in not lettiog the work to lower bidders. It may
te true. sud doubtless is, that eome of the worl is let
nhove whut may he n fale remunerntive price, and that
reme of the contractors will realine conslderable profits,
elther from dolng the work themselves, or selling out fora
bonne,  But while this may be true in some instances,
many tthers are, s Commiesioner Follett thinks, to the
amount of ono-third of the wark, will be found too low,
and the coutractors will elther be compelled to abandon
their work, or seek rollel in the way of extrs allownnee ;
but thik 14 no new festure in the history of canal con-
tracte in this State.  All pest experience has shown i,
anid the future will revesl the ssane vesults, It is Inevit-
able from the very nature of the businedss, nod po gystem
ever yot adoptod by this State, not even thnt of awanling
contraets to the lowest bidder, has been pxempt from simi-
lar roonlta, It Is admitted by all, and testified to by all
who have any knowledge on the subject, that, as a whole.
the work is lot ot prices ns low as it can be ressonahly
dime for. It hos been the ‘lol]c of this State—and the
undersigned lincm-l{rlmpr t wiﬁ ever continte to be—to
pay wpon all its publie works a fair remunerative priee for
the lober performed. 1t never should be Ity polley to en-
riehitself ot the expense of the hard carnings of its citi-
wena. Tt clnimd to be fust to all nllke; and that claim i o
theer nheurdity, unless it pays o falr for labor per-
formed =0l t ita benefit, 1n view, tharefore, of this
just and well recogmived prineiplo, the Canal Bonrid and
the leiting beard, in the opinion of the undnﬁrnm!,
wonld be perfeetly justified in giviog such eonstruet lon to
that portion of the twelfth section of the law of July 10th,
1851, which enyr— Contracts shall bo awarded to such
purties ne shall propose to perform the work on teras most
tnle and ndvantageons (o the Slate having due sogard to
the puice, the ability of the parthes, and e security
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the exveution of the cansl luw; but. on the contrary,the

uniform temor of all the testimony taken effoctually repels

all surpicion of the kind,
Third—That no nction s required. on the part of the
Cananl Bosrd, tt}gi;r mﬁm' idity to tha mnt{:\til. nor
on the part of the ture, upon matter o re-
lation to the subjects referred to the nm‘;{ltm unless to
ermpel the State officers having charge of the publie
works, their subordinates, and clerks. to perform the
duties imposed upon them by Inw. With a view, there-
fore, (o the scecmplischment of the Inst named objeet, the
undersigned beg to introduco. for the ideration of the

Luglslature. the following bill -

An Act in Relation to the Enlargement of the Erie and:
Uwcego Canaly, and the Completion of the Black River
and tienesee Valley Canals,

The Wnih of tho Stato of New York, ro

pote and Assombly, do ennct, ns follows
Section | The Unnal Board is hereby dirscted snd re-

quired, within ten days after the pasaage of thiv net, to ex-

amine the conteacts awarded and entered lnto l% the mpnth
of Decembor, 1661, by the Canal Commissioners, the State Ea-
gineers, and the respective -Hﬂi!r.nan’ilwru.h:r thecomple~
tion of the enlargemen of the Erie and Oxwego canals, and for
the rompletion of the Black Hiver and Genesee ¥alley cannls;
nnd to file with the Anditor of the Canal Department n coms
plete and accurate list and dedoription of all puch con-
tracts, the exeoution of which will, in the judgment of the

Canal Honrd, be safe and advantageons to the State

having due regard to price, the ability of the parties, the so-

enrity furnished for the performance of said contracts, a

the prohuble claim, agninat the State to arlee from sn nhan-

donmont of the anme: nnd Immedintely upon finding such
list as aforesnid, it shall become the duty of tha Cansl Board,
the Cnanl Commissioners, the Stato Engineers, and Survayor,
to take such steps an thay shall dosm most effee te in-
wure the earely and vigorous sxecution of suid contgacts.
“pction 2. The Canal Bonrd is nlso directod a required,
within ten daye after the parea, af this aet, to pepors te the

Legislnture nn accurnte list and description of all sontracts

awnrded and entered into in December, 1581, an aforesaid, if

any, which the said Howed shall deom it adviealile for an
eniise, for the State to suspend or abandon, together wit

presentad in tho Se-

their reawens in fayor of such nban tor r

pnd nlko, ot the peme time, to report o the laturs
enel proposals for the same work among the Bids suh-
mitted to the Canal Commissioners, the State Engineor,

nnd Surveyor, and the Division Engineera, previous to the
nwaed of conteacts made by them as aforeanid, as would be
wyont eafo and advaniageons for the State to nceept, having
dne regard to price, the ability of the partiss, the security
pffered for the 'ﬁ vrmones of the snme, nad the probable
clnima agninst the Htate to nrise, from an sbaudonment of

the existing conteacta, 3
retion I, i nehintely.
Seetion 1 This sct shnll tale effect ‘mw‘f.s'_tfwﬂ.\u.
A, 11, MOSS,
1. B, BULL,

THY MINORITY REPORTA,
Eeuator Conipn pomed to the somelusion that the Lt.
tiongs are flegal and fmudulont. and recommends the Se-
clebnture to ¥nente thern nnid ordar another re-letting, e

oftercd. for the pafirmasee thereof and to nwand eon-
yrels culy to such partles an nh prices which
wiuld fally remunernie them rn‘g.hm-ppﬁmmpd. and mi-
tevinds furnl hed) bolding the erma - due segard Lo prics”
under the cettled polley of e State, sé meaning nothing
move thin ruch sum 4 Yamld bo & fale equivalent for
whitover They might do ‘fop the State,”"  Again, the term,
“due repgand Lo wiﬂ,l' must be taken and considered in

to b distributed “ax pearly equally a5 eould well be, be-
tween the two politienl parties. No dlreot agrooment or
proporition to t!:\!.l ffeet b shown. but all e memberes of
the bonrd examived by the committes, ndmit & genoval
foecit woders tanding of that oharnober, The undersizied
cnn well eonceive the stlenpts wndo Furlog the progress
of the lttings 1o make silotmente of (e work, snd the
determined tenacity with which wiyen prosented Lo the
howrd for ndcption, thoy were o2 posegd by thoss who bisd

conpeetion with Aho “torma, * most =afe and sdvantageons
Lo the Blate, "—a@ | (hat prico whioh has, according to all
exporivnes, ba ot eafs and ndvantageons Lo the Stuta
ie thut whiel pormita the eontraotors to go on and com-
plede the wor's witliont fosa, 1t socmms from Lhe testimony
tuben by ¥0 Commilitee. tiat Lhe boasd tetting thes con-
trre be o (ertnined views of the trae sod practionl mesning
OB . cdmilar Lo (hat hiere exproased, and the wnder-
HEP ol are contratned 1o betiore, from the aetion of
Vo Cuoni Doard whida propoalng Lo let the work, they en-

conld burdly have been expected that an investigstion,
sk Whe the present. wnder clrgumstancss of partial con-
fiet with legistatlve duties, would in the shod time
adotted todt, have boen sueodeful in forreting cat o hun-
dyedth part of the hutrigne hnd earrupt hargaicing touch.
ing contraete in expectanpy. which wore. for somo woels,
(he sulgeets of the most atroelous gambling ever known
in the history of this commonwenlth.  brom the thoe
when the first allobirnt. proposed by Mre. Follott, was nne
pouneed thore wae g soone of erludnation and roerioion-
thom,  Curves, o0 lowd and decp, rose npon ke voleos
and defvged (0% thoughts of the contestants, The ox-
clied honeit®, maseon attested tho fury which the mock-
ing of tW°F hopes, by pollticad gainesters, had pros

vebod  #d dereloped All there thing: wore en.
neted In the Meo of day, and ferecd wpon the
apreeieonsion  of ever, ae showing the

em\:,; on

s or partial b of the popelical me.

the mwoet of the time rensmining of the sessfon.  The lobby
will soom be flled with eontractors, eelectod and dissp-
pointed, who will form an unprecedented  phalanx to
overa we the Legislature; but the present contructs, how-
ever villonously obtalned, will ransin un:lmurbml.w

ARRIVAL OF THE EL DORADO,
NEWS FH{IM‘ ALL PARTS OF THE PACIFIC,

A e e e

Another Quick Trip from San Franeiseo,

FOUR DAYS LATER FROM CALIFORNIA,

Affairs in Oregon, New South Wales,
and the Sandwich Islands.

Arrival of a Million and a Half of
Dollars in Gold Dust.

Shlpmen't\n\ ot Gold trom Sydney.
Wreeks on the Californin and Oregon Coasts, and
Ferious Loss of Life,

A Missing Vessel with melir a Hundred Passen-
gers on Board.

EXECUTIONS BY LYNCH LAW.
Proposed Convention in California to

chunle and experienced contraclor by the politiclaw: |
iven 1o two constablos and s b
otel keepers, one of whom (we |

eurers,  The delivery of the conleact, by the letling |

—

PRICE TWO CENTS.

dust on bonrd this sienmer. The Glowing is s list
of tho consignees:—

THE S'ECIE LI3T oF THE KL DARADO.
Adams & Co. ... ... $334L067 Harbock & 00, ..,
Am. Ex, Bank.,,.. 274000 Kead, Wado £ Qo ,
Burgoyne & Plume 110 Bucklin ke Censd,
"himbers & Heiser 09175 0. V. 5 Gibba, ., w.

Drew, Robinson & P. Naylor,,....o-0

[ 00, ieirrnnninr. 80000 IF Josophl & Co ..

| Philud's Bank..... 30000 K & R R, Graves.
W lloge & (fo., . 20600 Sholer k Hroa .

Cammnn & White- Johnsom Lowden. .

25.000 T, W. Baynud & Co,

howse. .
Howlnnd & Asplo- Mundelbsum & Sil-
VEPFTIMALL .o oo vene e

17 ik [+ PSS
J. Bmrmwer........
16156 Jole 1k Kne. .. ...
14,400 Manst & Roberts. .
13000 Marsin Hiteheook .
1000 A W, Chofleld, ...
12000 Wm. W, A¥
11000 Alphemw Fobes. ...,
11000 Sohloss £<Boow. ...

11,788 N It
10000 A, ﬂ.%lﬂ....”

sesoaB
S H

HHE

o8 DEIIMCI LI

WET¥EERIAREREEE SE 8

20.000
o T i on &
Edw'd Minturn. ...
l.'n(llnm. Curhman &

O et siinwae
Corning & Co
A Hranaed
Poter Edes,,,.....
A. Voo Valkendwrg.
Weeka, Kelly & Co,
D'Rhnm & Irvine. .
AK Bno.i...i..
Hrown. Broa & (o,

o .k

Twombley & Lmmn- A Hemi
FOR v sas s 30000 William
Case & Freemon, . LA To order,, .. ...... 40
Minot & Hooper. | . 02 S ——
CW. kA Thomha 900 Amount.. ... $1.275,388
T. Watson & Eons. KON Among pasee-iters 160,000
Grinnell, Minturn Lo iopmy s
[ % xR K45 Tolnl, o ovve oo 1,428,850
D.J. Willetts..... 7060

Ourthanks are due to Mr, L. C. Paine, tfis Pursor
of the El Derado, Messrs. Adams & Co., #ogory k
Co., Borford & Co., and to Mr. Willin: Whitney,
the U. 8. mail ngent, for the latest papers :

The news from Californin, Oregon, N Soudh
Wales, and: the Sandwich Islands, is intoresting.

The golden intelligence from Sydney is almost
equal to the early golden news from Califbenis.
Geey Lo mllions of didliys in dust had been exported
and sent in letters from Sydney, to the 24th of Nivem-
twr last,

Hevernl clippers had arvived ot San Fransisee.
As there is considernble interest tmnnifested relative
to their gpeed, we annex a list of the timo they
miides—

Ship Golden Gate, from New York. ... ... ..
Ehip Bwordflsh, from New Yool , ...
Ship Flying Fleh, from Boston, ...
Ehip Celestinl, from New York, .. -

The ubovo is the actunl time made by ench ship,
enlling the day of departure and the day of arrival
one day only. With the exeeption of the passa
of the Flying Cloud, which wae made in nino?.
duys, that of the Swordfish is the shortest on mcoﬂ{.
She was built by Mr. Willium H. Wobb, of this
city.

The schooner Penclope, Capt, Austin K. D .
suiled from San Fraoneiseo for San Juan del Hud
ahout 17th Ootober last, with c-i:.;hi{r-two padsengers,
The last necounts from Sin Juan left her out ninety-
four duye, up to which time nothing has beon heard
from ber. 1t is fonred she is lost, with all on board.
The following is n list of the vessels that sailed
from San Franeiseo for Pannma since the 1st of Janu-
ury, and may be hourly expected hore:—brig Dud-
ley, ship Brotus, ship Valparaiso, stenmer Isthmus,
schooner B, 1. Allen, and ehip Magdalinn, Theee
vesacls arg all intended (o return Lo San Fruncisco
with passengers.

The markets appeared to be gradually improving,
and speculation was evidently fast dying away.
Fiour could be had ot §9, and beef commanded .‘)
to g25 per barrel.

The  gold diggers continued successful 3 the
want o water, however, wns very wuch felt in the
mining districls.

114 A
54 dage.

Intelligenee from the Isthmus of Panama.
The EL Dorndo brings adwices from Chugres to the 6th,
and Pannmn to the 4th instent

Wi are indebted to Me. Lo Pudne, the Purser of the
E. Do for the fllowing summary of intelllgenes (—

W mndl stesmer will take trom Panama sll who have
through tiekets by the mail Hoe, and many who bave no
through tickets

Much distross provails at Pannma among persons who
Liold through tiekets by the so ealivd “Independent Line "
o thyre hos boen no stegmers of that loe at Panams for
romme time, sod none are expected.  These people. baving,
matiy of thom, expended  thelr means in pureh
through tiekets, nre unnble to rajse means to purchase o
the miil Hoe. and see thus Ina much worse position tham
mnny who had no tickets, but who had the means-to pur-
chgse wm. Those having tickets nre awsiting the arvival
of the independent stesmers.  Some have been there for
two months, and their chaneed for the next two months
nre vory posr. Many of them bave returned home, to take
turt.  If pursengers ennnot proenre theough tiok-
from volinhile and responsible parties, thoy hind  better
only pay to Chisgres, wnd trast to chanee on the Pacifla
il One of the parties selling throogh tlekets by the in-
dependent  stenmers, having represonted  the American
Consul ot Panntna an their sgent, Mr, Corwin hed in &
card. i one of the Panama pepers, denled having ang
coenneetion with them whateyver,

G the ontward passage, the EL Dorado was in company
with the steamnehip Daniel Webster, for six days,
The Pancma Kavlvoad ¢ noe opened to @ point an the river
weurly foviy miles above Chagres. and the mail steamers will all
dimd et Nowy Bay heveafter.  This will be in smooth water,
and puesvngers will thus avoid the l].ll'lrl‘l‘ and e pense 4’
Inniding in smnll bonts st Chagres  The road from (lor-
gonn to Pannana ie in first rate order, and with jhg help
of the rallrual, passengers, it b entimated, can oll ba
ercesed in thirty hours, either way,
The port at Navy Bay, the terminus of the railroad,
by been enlled Aspinwall Clty. in eompliment | well de-
served ) to Willlinm 1L Aspinwall, Esg, one of thefoumds
ers sl ploneers in the formation of the company.
e,
O thie 20 inet (o camnp with several hundeeda of, his
follow conntrymen, ) near Papamn, Joseph Potect, sged
thirty-five yeurs, of MeDowell county, North Caroling,
l'pqn‘d.n
Ox DBoarp Sreassuir Dasien WEssTER,
New Yourk Harson, March 14, 1852,
Avvivals by the Danrd Webster—Speech of Coloned

Onr California Corre newy,

Revise the Btate Constifution.

Speech of Col. Weller, the New United States
Renator from California,
THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW.
THE OUTWARD PASSAGES OF CLIPPERS,
Ralitical Hwamentl in Jalifornia.
STATE OF MARKETS,
&o. . &e.

The mail steamship %l Dorado, Capt. Hartatein,
from Chagres, arrived nt this port at four o’clock
yesterday afterncon, with four days’ Luter ndvices
from Californin than those received yesterday morn- |
ing by the Danicl Webster. The netws from San
Francisco was twesty-six days. and four howrs in
coming through to thse cify.

Subjoined is the report of the Bl Dorado:—
The U. 8 mail steamship El Novado, Lisut H J
artstein, Jr., from Chagres, Maeay 0, brings 133 passen.
ors, $1,500000 e trensure, and the United Statos mails
g'mtlllfnmlnrr.hhruar 15, belryg four days later then
by previousarrioal.  The E. B argived at 4 1. M. Marghs
IE. thus makine, the passage tacough in twenty-six day
and four hours—ihis §s the sesond quickest lr‘ti; oF 08
eord. The fimet was twenty Avo days and eighteen hoorg—
both of whicl were made by the Panama route.
This is the fourth short trip inside of twanty- |
goven days, from San Franeisco to New York., The
four were made ns fdlows - —
Jan.  1—H8y Panama roubs, 20 daya houra
Jan. 11 =By Nicaragua rotto.......... %6~ 18 *
Jun,  15—By Panarga route. 5 25 13
Mar, 1p—By Paneana roate. . 4
Ansexed nro e

NAMES OF THE EL DORADO'S PASSUNUENS,

Ligut T H Stopbens, ' B Killdudl, (Berfeed & o and
Gr % Expaves,) Capt G M Gnrwood, “aaberg (o Lovas
ban Lewls, C A Faller, J Quuley, # F Forbos, W
Birdenll. N Calo. Thou Omery. Mea Austin, B J Pountain,
E Evans, B Butler, J Moore, W P Povess W nlm.‘ Hin

('A & Co). Whitney (mall ngent), J ¢ Welvin G Lark
| J Bard, + D idole, W8 I
arlson, ¥ Pergusgn. ¥ J Metiinn ;'foh-l'.'lr‘l\-. MnJ
rom, A J Grifin. & Bentley, I Y tiinnls. L Yaanow,
Wright AT Hend J Howned, M Farlind TeMalfop

L Bazd L Cooper, 1 Bartle

i

K
J

Rilingy P Fannlyg. G 8 Dord, ¥ I Vaughan, durl & on
J Baker, BT Winter. 11 1V Weog .'i W Chage, (0 Lowis, J
Flaming. J Heupry, A Polton. § Garon, ¥

Coy, H Btrect, W W Nowby o Bchimldi 18 1
fovre, J Rubinet. I M Fullgn Albetis 3 6 1

dall, W B Eargent. J Tyler, JIE Roqra ) Dot

dall. A B Hoce, G 1 (Tralizm, \1I wod W I‘I _L'.

Oramideil. § Little. J G0on, & W %o ¥i

ynigley. J Cnmi sbell, W awlor, & Kol NNn
W Webster, I Porvie 3 fivla W i e
o Collips, 8 W Kills Fitioiy
W Parter, A W Peoapron
Faleehild ¥ Tayms A “h
A Suwyer, J LedVan i
W Yort. W Bl
Mugrudes ‘W Hore N Dex
tiviilie, P Conlaw, I Cony
I Miploy. W Mollary L
P glinan,

"W
. Wl M
3 Wwell v ¢ Riley

it nprely ong aud a he'l il

Thwe

Woller om Nutienal and Californian Afeirs—
Cualifornia State Convention, &, &r.

Our pussage from San Franciseo to New York
has Leen very plensant, and would have lwen &
speody one but for the transit across the Isthgus of
Nicarugun, in which, owing te bad mannge-
ment on that part of the line, we were oecupied
pnearly o week.

Among the poassengers from San Francisco, are
Hon, Joo. B, Weller, Hon. Robert M. MeLans,
Momuel Bronan, Ksq., J. F. Howe, Thes. Jefferson
Smith, Kaq., and Indy, and Captain Lyen, of the

U. 8. Army.
Weller, it will be reeollected, was the-can-

Colonel 1 |
didate of the demoeratio party, in 1848, for Governor
of Uhio; wasappointed | y issi un-

der the treaty with Mexico, and entered upon, his
dutics ot San Diego enrly in 1549 was subsequontl
superceded by the whig national administration
now, by the voice of the people of Culifornin, in le-
pislature assembled, returns to Washingtoa, th
seenie of his former usofulness, as Unitod States Se-

| matorfor six yeass from the fourth of Marcls Inst.

Mr. Robert MeLnne wos f-mnnr]{ meomber of
Congress from the Baltimore distrigt. He wai.one of
Colonel Welles's eompetitors for the United States
Senute, nnd reeeived n very complimentary vote in
the demoers de caucus, though ou the foal vote im
tho Legislative Conventicn, Colonel W, roceived the
entire strength of the deaoeratio party, T1 votes.
Mr. Brauwmon is one of the earlicst ml.i most poter-

| prising elbizens of Sun Francisoo—age of the most

netive members aod a grominent leader of the Vigi-
lance Ugqumittee of that eity, and acoompanied tho
oxpedition which sdled from San Franeisco, Inst
tnll, for Honolulu, wlook after the temporsl and
wlitten] interests of the Saudwich Islands. Mr.
sod to be s lorge property holder
The time for a chynge of govorn-
nant there, it i helieved, bay not yel arrived; but
1 prediet that within two years from this date, we
shudl buve the Sandwict falanders knooking nt the
doors of Congress for nibmision as a State into the
werican Usion,
‘l\l'Ir. Howa was Chief Clerk of thesconvention that
framed the constitution of Californin ; hes been sec-
retury of the Senete from the organization of the
¥ Lo the commencement of the present
i,- gislnture, and bas boen secretary of ov demo-
ot ie State convention which has been in Cali-
fornin during the past three years.

Judge Emith cmigeated o Californin, feom the
ity of New York, in 1849, and having, by the prae-
ot hig profession—(the law)—asenmulated a
ane cowpetency, comes bk to his old home
v it with no intention, 1 believe, of returning
MIAOTHIR.

Capt. Lyon returng to the Atlantic States, nfter
three gumes of serviee in California, ns n Captain in
thie Becond i]l'.'nult‘)’.

On the 2ith vl Col, Weller recoived nn invita-
tivn from n vutnbger of his fellow passengers, citizons
of Cnlitornin, to addross them ** with rospect to hie

m

| opiulons us o the proper course to be pursued by

the preseat QPneress in rogard to the mineral

of Celiforube, e rights of tndividual miners thorein,
W o course of Congress in rogord to the resers
VOUOEAYE nnds made by the pressut Indisn agen

I corpiotion with thetr trosties with the sov
Wik s of lLadlans o Californis, ond on such othee



